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. but that we ſhould 
ns and be conformed to 
8 And if we contemplate the dei bene we | 
hall ſoon perceive that love is the moſt 
therein, that it is the nobleſt / 
of virtues, being moſt bright in its luſtre, 


en 


ld in its influence, moſt extenſive in its circuit, and 
- moſt beneficial in its conſequences. - The inſpired writes 
when they ſyeak of God, ſpeak of him as a being holy,  — 2 
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Just, and powerful 3 but when the beloved diſciple ſpeaks: "| - 
| of the Peity he i not content 40 ſay God is | 
lovely, but uſes the abſtract word, and fays, 
love, I may uſe. the expreſſion, was 
principle of the divinity and the very 


the godhead. And agreeably to this princip | 5 5 *% 


© his breed alis- Gene, hates 
ſeems to be framed ;. every act of the life of Chat wis © 
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5 N * | difified to works of benevolence, i . . 
8 his divinity. was exerted in Performing them. e | 2 


A F bone of gar Nets ae TERC Er oth he. 
| deres n rt of: fyrece happinels, e e expetitz-\ | 
tion of eternal glory. For as the .of God ſug" 
geſted the idea of making man in bi own image in order 
4 d extend felicity ; ſo the love of Chriſt planned the gra- 
dio method of redemption to reſtore the happirieſs which 
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2 uſeful to them, for, as the tent aſſures ua, He went about 
doing good while he abode on curth, and after he was: 
talen hence by an ignominious death he doth not leave us 
comfortleſo, he doth not forſake, our cuuſe, but ſüpports 
us with his divine grace, aſſiſts us by the influence. of 
his . Holy: Spirit, pleads the merits of his precious blood- 
ſhedding to reconcile us to his Father, ſecures our pardon 
by his eroſs and paſſion, and by his death opens to us 
gate of everlaſting life. yon i. 1s. vpn 


purchaſed for-us by the meritorious ſufferings of the Son 
of God, who went about doing good, and now he is 
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of that quality-which is this 4 „ 
| eagerly ſecks for occaſions ——— * e 
e to incline it to act, (ae | 


- 


9% es #{TE N * ; hd 
a + S$4S % : : 


See is 


. 
” 
85 
9 
\ = = 
k * / 
— „ 
* - 
. 
* 
* . 
- * 
* ry 
q Wy : 
. 
* 
7 


e er een 


© 


* 
—— 
* 


Antes lene gest. 3 Obtiſti love rel *, 1 


— — 


9 7 * E. * A. * : © ; 
x7 F f * 3 8 N b 
* -* ba ol " * . 


8 
2 . £8 ; 
#* : 4 "* 


* > : 
L 78 
# 
\ 
? 
$ 


7 
* * 
. :, - 
: - 
of * 
: * 
4 
= 4 ; 
: 
* 5 F 
» 
7 - 
* > 
A * 
1 
8 , 
= * . N 
-B 
* x 


* 


* * N 85 x 5 py 
: E by * * * * 


42097 
N | 0 . | | | a p , L ö 2 by * 7 5 
F223 n. Le N F. , 4 X 3 — & » 
. 4 . a 3 «LK FP " 2 A 5 , RFC. 
; no oo . * % * . 1 0 . 
24% X 4 4 ; ; A g . is . . \ 
= F . {; HEM {44% N 1 * 
Py ha 4 : 8 \ * 
— 8 * * — 8 
Pr” , F 7 
. 8 * eee baude nee Wer 
> 3 + A b 
44 I - - - — 
4 + 4 * 5 
P * 2 * by » it 
Fe - 25> B 
4 k o 


"link tetra: wiſhes to be Fendered to be 
Author of his being and the Giver: of ewery good and per- 
fect gift. And ſo congenial to che ſoul of man is 1 8 


volence, that even in fiction a ſentiment of humanity wa 


once teceived in che theatre of Rome with ſuch ded | 


and univerſal applauſe; that did equal honvur- to the taſte = 


| vf the author, and the ſenſibility of the polite audience, 


for it manifeſted that they thought whatever was ex- 


-prefiive of wee rave 


tion of men. | : | N 1 
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looking the infirmities, and alleviating the crimes of our 


fellow - creatures; in forgiving the actual injuries offered to 


. ourſelves, and alledging cauſes for the wrong behaviour of 


others, when reaſon will permit us to do ſo; and when it 


will not, calling in the aſſiſtance of candor to conceal, or 
charity to pardon their miſconduct. For true charity 
ſuffereth long and is kind to the authors of its ſuffering, 
and endureth all things with Chriſtian patience and many 


perſeverance. And where material ſervices cannot be per- 
formed, the benevolent perſon will give a cup of cold wa- 


ter to a diſciple in the name of a diſciple, and what he is 
able to beſtow he will give with every mark of courteſy, 
politeneſs and civility, by which method charity is refined 
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more, clegant mode of e: * on. thoſe occabons. 7 
Thus alſo it is complying with. the inclinations, yielding 
to the diſpoſitions of others in matters of an indifferent 

. and falling in with the innocent foibles and amuſe» 
ments of thoſe about us, Which, though the good ſenſe 
of the man cannot reliſh or aPRrove, yet dy, go n 
duce * to partake of. e e 


25 [43.6.4 3; oF 82 „ 


ne 433-43 f 
is 3 above a, benevolence 4 * on us to relieve ; | 
neceſſities of the indigent, and adminiſter to the wants of | 
" the poor; to; cheer, the heart of the fatherleſs, and to 
wipe the tear from the widom in her diſtreſs. For com- 
paſſion will attend to the particular circumſtances and de- 
grees of calamity, and adapt itſelf to every mode b by which 
doo may be relieved, and, affliction. allayed, and will | 
count it all joy to diäribute, and the higheſt delight to 
communicate, being not only univerſal in beneyolence and 
active in the works of F'% but alſo. conſtant and unwearied 
in its exertions in the labour of oye. For love, founded * 
on a, Chriſtian principle, will, not, continue in a — 
tate or a dormant ſituation, but will, when they d not 
occur, look out for objects, and ſeek where it is not 
. The charitable man gonſiders that angels — 

beings of a ſuperior order and excellence are moſt conſtant 
in fulfilling the offices of love, and. celebrating the praiſes 
of their God. Theſe are miniſtering, ſpirits, ſent forth to 
miniſter to them who are heirs of falvation, and ceaſe, not. 
day and night fioging their Hallelujahs before. the. throne 
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of grace, thus Joining together What 8 never to 
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Fnitely the moſt adtive in promoting or welfare,” forthe 

created all things by his power, e e 
continpal mercy, and filleth all wings Rving wids Bs. 
plenteouſneſs of his goodneſs.” In a word, Hop is that 


| golden chen which ze ler don from” above, bore, "and Foins 


men together in one union and fellowſhip, which 
earth with heaven, men with angels, and both with God. 


Few people are fo inhuman but they will, at times, feel 
for the diftreſſes of their brethren ; and few ſo Hardened, 
but will find ſome gleams of affection break in on their 
ſouls, and ſhort intermitting fits of benevolence ſteal on 
their, breafts. Nature will oblige us to pay the tribute of 
1 tear to calamity, and join in the ſympathetic figh of 

A tyrant of antiquity once wept when a tragedy 
ras pleted in his preſence,” But no Woner was the 


object of diſtreſs removed away than the temporary com- 
paſſion ceaſed in his breaſt, and the former ſeverity of his 
diſpoſition returned. And though David, at the inſtiga- 
tion of a baſe paſſion, was prompted to diſhonor the wife 
of his friend, and afterwards to take away the life alſo of 
that friend ; yet his humanity and juſtice were rouſed, 
and obliged him to pronounce a righteous ſentence on 
himſelf, when his crimes were laid before him by the 
parabolical repreſentation of the prophet. But men of 4 
charitable diſpofition do not require external objects to 
awaken them to a ſenſe df their duty, or Nvely repreſen- 
tations to ſtir their willing minds. [Benevolent affections, 
therefore, do not, by ſudden guſts, break forth into pro- 


digility, or overflow _ 18 the Su, but 
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volenee, —— 

erected temples and and dedicated alturs to the benefiors f 
mankind, and enrolled them in the number of their deities. 
| And when Barnabas and Paul reſtored a cripple to the fe 
of his limbs, the L. 
and adore them as gods. And it Was om his 
multitude that the dif ced 
Son of G0. 


charity we are admitted to the glorious character of be- 
ing fellow -workers with Chriſt himſelf, 23 
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baut moſt pleaſant alſo to thoſe who engage in performs. 

5 ing them. It is more bleſſed to give than to receive, was - 

Ln a favourite expreſſion of our divine Maſter, and it is 

s ' doubtleſs a great felicity to have it in our power to do 

good, but it is a greater Mill to have an inclination to do 
it. For we cannot relieve the miſerable, ſupport the 
weak, or cauſe the heart of the widow to ſing for joy, 
without partaking of the comfort we beſtow. Nay it is 
redoubled to us by coming back again by rebound. from 
others, and alſo by direct and immediate ſenſation. For 
to adminiſter relief to the ſufferings of our fellow- 
<. creatures; is in ſome degree to comply with the cravings 
© of nature in ourſelves, and to provide for our own eaſe 
en jet. For the pity and compaſſion which 
hy « miſerable, obje&s raiſe in us are attended with a pain 
7, and uneaſineſi to ourſelves, no otherwiſe to be allayed 
« but. by relieving the miſery which cauſed them *.” 
For the body politic, as well as the body natural, being 
by joints and bands knit together, increaſeth with the 

increaſe of God, lo chat if one member ſuffers, all the 
members ſuffer with it, and if mer ee the 
other participate in its joy. 


1 will here hd leave to wall your attention to che air. 

treſſed ſituation of the families of our deceaſed brethren of 

95 the clergy, who were, while among us, diligent in re- 
W the deeds of n and ! in w per- 


C nher“ Sherlock's Occaſional Sermons. 


formance 


| haps by a ſudden troke/ of death; ———— bo 


ment of an huſband and a parent; and in him of every 
thing moſt valuable, every thing which intereſt and affec- 


tion holds moſt dear. The proſperity they have lately -. 


| Experienced: ſerves" only on the recollection of it to en- 


creaſe preſent anguiſh, and by a painful. compariſon of ww 
paſt and the preſent, aggravate their diſtreſs and augment 
their woe. They are cut off, perhaps, from a ſtate of 
affluence, at leaſt from one of comfortable ſubſiſtence, and 
are driven from the houſe whence abundance vas wont to 
flow, or at leaſt where comperency and content did uſually 
reſide; from this ſituation they are fallen, fallen never to 
_ iſe perhaps never to hope again, except from the bounty. 
of this aſſembly, and the charitable diſpoſition of thoſe 
who compoſe it. The ſphere of life in which they have 
moved, the tenderneſs of their education, the indulgence | 
which their ſtation allowed or required, all conſpire to 
| heighten the affliction of the fatherleſs and widow, forty 
the more they have been taught to feel for the calami- 
ties of others, the more they will certainly feel for their 
own. For an ingenuous mind muſt be ſorely afflicted 
when it changes eaſe for toil, | affluence for poverty, 

competency for contempt ;/ and it may perhaps be more 
ſenſible of the ſcornings'of the wealthy, and the deſpite- 
fulneſs of the proud, than of real i injuries and misfortunes. 
But as there is no occaſion to ſtir up your remembrance; 
of ſuch diſtreſs, 'or your charitable diſpoſition to relieve it, 


I will only implore the goodneſs of the Almighty to avert 


this 
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Fa 
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"2 that: they may know: nothing” mote of the poignancy of 

ſuch ſorrou, eee r e i | 
wenne ava} itt ii nth 4 Torre 2 cr It ji 8 5 

"3: *2 eee eee wee eee ee to 


the things we poſſeſs, and to bring down an additional. 
bleſſing on them, let us uſe them in the method which 
God has appointed, and apply them to the purpoſes for 
which they were ordained by providence. And to en- 
oourage us in this labour of love, let us with gratitude. 
acknowledge the aſſiſtance we: receive therein from many 
of the moſt eminent characters of the laity in this king- 
dem, who by their fortunes, countenance and aſſiduity, 
have P. EREEANTINGG 
ane 5 
Madabveciadh Pavia de: eee | | 

eee, this occakion, who has given a noble in- 
ſtance of his goodneſs to us by the additional ſupport he 
has granted to this inftitution. And I doubt not but that 
we, in return for theſe benefits, ſhall be inclined always 
to expreſs our acknowledgments for them, and ſhow our 

gratitude to him by a conſtant obedience of his laws, ang 

by continual prayers to the throne of grace, that his reign —- 
1 ; may be long and proſperous on earth, and that when, late | 
E may it be ! he puts off his earthly diadem, he may receive a 
, CO POOR 
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nnn fach examples, and ſtill more by ths pro- 8 5 3 
Won at of Chriſt, let us beſtow a large ſhare of our ſub- 1 
ſtance on the objects of this day's charity, not grudgingly, 
not ſparingly, but with a liberal hand, and in a manner 
which our utmoſt abilities will enable us, and our enlarged „ 
affections and willing. minds may prompt us, and the _ „ 
ſituation of the petitioners may require at our hands. . — 
theſe methods we ſhall lay up a good foundation for te 
time to come, we ſhall aſſimilate our nature to that of 
God, and draw near to our bleſſed Redeemer himſelf. 
And we may be aſſured, anne . 
are founded in faith, and are done with fincerity, wil! 4 
enſure ſuccels to our honeſt endeavours, and happineſs to 33 
the whole of our lives; and what is more, will wonder- , 
5 fully ſupport us in the awful hour of death, and effectu-⸗ 
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the things we poſleſs, and to bring down 8 
blefling/ on them, let us uſe them in the method which 
God bas appointed, and apply them to the putpoſes for. - 


which they were ordained by providence. And to en- 
courage us in this labour of love, let us with gratitude. 


acknowledge the aſſiſtance we receive therein from max 


of the moſt eminent characters of the laity in this king- 
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